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For Immediate Release
Unity Foundation Named Outstanding Foundation of the Year by Fundraising Professionals

Unity, ME – The Unity Foundation of Unity, Maine has been named Outstanding Foundation of the Year by the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) of Northern New England and will be recognized November 6th at the AFP-NNE annual conference and celebration of National Philanthropy Day  at The Balsams Hotel & Resort in Dixville Notch, NH.  The event is sponsored by Demont & Associates of Portland.
Established in 2000 by founders Bert and Coral Clifford, Unity Foundation has quickly established a reputation for innovative, sustainable and hands-on community support in carrying out the legacy of the Cliffords who strongly believed in using their own resources to encourage broad local involvement and participation to build strong community support organizations.  

“AFP-NNE received numerous letters of support for Unity Foundation’s nomination for this award,” said Awards Chair Christie Baskett of Putney, VT.  “Each one of them cited Unity’s “hands-on” approach to building stronger organizations that went far beyond the grant check.  Unity’s Chairman Larry Sterrs was noted for providing innovative funding solutions, staff mentoring, and leadership development opportunities to truly strengthen local communities and their members.”
Alicia Nichols, who nominated Unity for the award and who is campaign director for FUTURE MSAD 3, said, “Unity invests in its grant recipients by providing guidance, strategic planning and mentoring and they work collaboratively with other funder organizations to find creative solutions to strengthen and sustain the good work of nonprofits.”
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“We are humbled and pleased to accept this award from the Association of Fundraising Professionals of Northern New England,” said Unity Foundation CEO, Larry Sterrs.  “We have seen the evidence that our approach to creating stronger organizations works and we know that we can accomplish more by continuing to work closely with nonprofits and other funders on community challenges.”

Unity will often issue challenge grants to nonprofits to help them involve local residents and to encourage buy-in to community-wide projects.  Recent funding examples include:

· A $250,000 grant to FUTURE MSAD 3 to support a performing arts center to be built in the new Mount View School.  With Unity’s matching grant the campaign exceeded its 5-year goal in 16 months allowing FUTURE MSAD 3 to create an endowment to support the center.  
· Two, $250,000 challenge grants to the Waldo County YMCA in Belfast to build a pool complex.  The challenge grants motivated local businesses to provide in-kind construction support worth $100,000 and broadened the local donor effort.  
· Working with Maine Community Foundation, United Midcoast Charities, United Way of Eastern Maine, The University of Maine Hutchinson Center and Maine Association of Nonprofits, Unity Foundation created “Partners for Success”, a nine-month leadership development program for Waldo and Knox County nonprofit leaders to respond to the changing funding environment
· Launched “Jumpstart Our Youth” with Maine Community Foundation, UniTel and Jobs for Maine’s Graduates to teach more than 3200 Maine students how to practice philanthropy at a local level by soliciting RFP’s, analyzing budgets and making funding decisions.

The Unity Foundation remains committed to the dream of its founder, Bert G. Clifford, who passed away in August 2001. His vision of supporting high-performance, mission-driven nonprofits that demonstrate “best practices” in administration and management remains the foundation’s guiding principle.
The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) represents over 30,000 members in 197 chapters throughout the world, working to advance philanthropy through advocacy, research, education and certification programs.  The association fosters development and growth of fundraising professionals and promotes high ethical standards in the fundraising profession.

###
Unity Foundation


P O Box 815


Unity, ME  04988


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unityfoundation.net" ��www.UNITYFDN.ORG�


Contact:  Larry sterrs, CEO


Tel: 207-948-6489 Fax: 207-948-6490


Email:  info@UNITYFDN.ORG











_1043494270

